Introduction to Philosophy

PHI 2010

Semester: Spring 2019

Location: 

Time: 
MW 11:00-12:15


Instructor: John Preston

Email: johnpreston@mail.usf.edu

Office: FAO 238

Office Hours: 
Monday and Wednesday – 1:30pm – 3:30pm, or by appointment. 
FINAL: 

1. Course Description: 
Plato argues in the Phaedo that “doing philosophy is practicing death.” Montaigne echos this idea 2000 years later when he says that “studying philosophy is learning how to die.” While the study of philosophy is not limited to discussions of mortality, death does serve as an important focal point throughout the history of western philosophical thought. In this course we will be tracing discussions of death as they appear in philosophical texts over the past 2500 years. This focus on death is essential to our course for two reasons: Firstly, because all human beings die, questions concerning life and death are trans-historical and philosophically diverse. Secondly, views on death always presuppose an interpretation of what it means to be a living being. Consequently by using death as our focal point, we are brought into conversation with many major philosophical questions. Such as: What constitutes personal identity? Do we have souls? Does life have intrinsic meaning? Will I survive my death? What might an afterlife be like and will it be enjoyable? 

2. Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes
The objective of the course is not to finish the semester knowing exactly how to answer all of these hard questions. Instead the course will focus on the ability of students to engage with philosophical material. By the end of the course the student will be able to do the following:
1) To recognize the problems that motivate the questions in the first place.
2) To evaluate and explain the ways in which each philosopher attempts to overcome the problems. 
3) To understand the major presuppositions made by each philosopher concerning what it means to be a human being. 

3. Course Texts:
Plato, Five Dialogues (Hackett: ISBN: 9780872206335)
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (Hackett: ISBN: 9781624661174)

Lucretius, The Nature of Things (Penguin: ISBN: 9780140447965)

Marcus Aurelius, The Essential Marcus Aurelius (Tarcher: ISBN: 9781585426171)
Michel de Montaigne, Essays: Selection (Penguin: ISBN: 9780140446029

4. Course Assessment:

Weekly assignments (Approximately 12 of them, 40% total grade): By Thursday night of every week there will be a reading assignment available on canvas. You will have til Sunday night at midnight to submit an answer on canvas. If you forget to do the assignment, you can still turn in a response for half credit.* Each reading assignment will on a 10 point scale. My rubric is as follows:
(10) – Answer shows complete understanding of the question(s)
(8)
– Correct answer but too vague.

(7) 
– Close, but some information is misunderstood. 
(5) 
– Good attempt, but ultimately incorrect. 
(1) 
– You wrote some words. 
*Note: For late assignments, even if you answer correctly (10) your highest possible score will be a 5.


Quizzes (2 of them, 10% each, 20% total grade): Each quiz will fall roughly 3 weeks before a test as a way to prepare you for answering tough philosophical questions in a test format. If you fail a quiz, take that as a sign that you may need to do some more work before the test rolls around. Material on quizzes will show up again on the tests. 

Tests (2 of them, 20% each, 40% total grade): There will be a midterm and a final. The final will be cumulative, but emphasize more of the material from the second half of the semester. 

Attendance (5% extra credit): Attending class is technically the only source of extra credit. You start off the semester with this bonus and it slowly decreases as you miss class. You can still pull 100% without this boost to your grade, but it is very unlikely. 
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5. With Regards to Attendance and Participation

All assignments in this course are based upon the assumption that students have done the reading and are attending the class.  While all test questions will tie strongly to the reading, there will also be elements drawn from class discussion.  Missing class denies you access to these class discussions.  Should you miss the class, for whatever reason, it is your responsibility to get notes and the new reading assignment from your fellow classmates.  I will be happy to meet with you during my office hours should you have questions regarding the text and discussion, but I will not be reenacting class for you.  For your sake and the sake of everyone involved in the class, please make every effort to be there.  


We meet for 75 minutes, twice a week.  During that time I ask that you bring your book, be alert, engaged, and refrain from using technology that will serve as a distraction (this certainly includes cell phones and, if you cannot use a laptop or iPad for taking notes without perusing the internet simultaneously, I ask that you leave those out of the classroom as well).  This also goes for exiting and returning to class throughout that 75 minutes.  While I understand that on occasion a situation may present itself in which you need to excuse yourself, it should be a rare event.  As adults, sitting in class and participating in discussion for a mere 75 minutes should present no problem.

6. With regards to classroom conduct

 Our job in this class is to open up discussion about difficult issues.  Some of the issues we will be discussing have a tendency to evoke strong emotions.  Be that as it may, you are expected at all times to treat everyone in this class with respect.  That includes me, your fellow students, and yourself.  We are in this together and, while you are not required to always agree with each other or with our readings, I do ask that you always come to class with an open mind and a willingness to listen and think.
7. With Regards to Reading and Understanding Philosophical Texts

Every academic discipline has its own language made up of particular lingo.  Philosophy is no different in that regard and reading philosophical texts can be perplexing at first until one gets a handle on the very particular style and lingo that accompanies philosophical writing.  With that in mind, there are two very important maxims that you must bear in mind:
Do Not Worry! Ask Questions!


Write down the words you do not understand and look them up.  Read slowly and carefully, but if a passage seems impenetrable to you, please bring it up in class.  The following link will take you to a page that has some helpful hints about how to read philosophy:
http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/reading.html
8. Academic Dishonesty
See this link for a full description of the University’s policy on academic dishonesty:
https://www.ugs.usf.edu/catalogs/0001/ADADAP.HTM
9. Disability Services

I am happy to accommodate your needs in order to make sure that you have the best learning experience possible in this class.  Below I have included a link to the disability services site, as well as the disability services contact information:

http://www.usf.edu/student-affairs/student-disabilities-services/

USF Tampa - Students with Disabilities Services    
4202 E. Fowler Avenue, SVC 1133
Tampa, FL 33620
813.974.4309 (Office)
813.974.7337 (Fax)
sa-sds-information@usf.edu
Reading Assignments & Questions
	10. Reading Schedule (Will probably change a bit during the semester)

	Day
	(Date)
	Reading 

	1
	(1/7)
	Syllabus Day & Plato, Euthyphro

	2
	(1/9)
	Plato, Euthyphro

	3
	(1/14)
	Plato, Euthyphro, Apology

	4
	(1/16)
	Plato, Apology

	5
	(1/23)
	Plato, Apology

	6
	(1/28)
	Plato, Apology

	7
	(1/30)
	Plato, Crito

	8
	(2/4)
	Plato, Crito, Quiz

	9
	(2/6)
	Plato, Phaedo

	10
	(2/11)
	Plato, Phaedo

	11
	(2/13)
	Plato, Phaedo

	12
	(2/18)
	Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics 

	13
	(2/20)
	Test – Midterm

	14
	(2/25)
	Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics 

	15
	(2/27)
	Lucretius, On the Nature of Things

	16
	(3/4)
	Lucretius, On the Nature of Things

	17
	(3/6)
	Lucretius, On the Nature of Things

	18
	(3/18)
	Marcus Aurelius, The Essential Marcus Aurelius

	19
	(3/20)
	Marcus Aurelius, The Essential Marcus Aurelius

	20
	(3/25)
	Marcus Aurelius, The Essential Marcus Aurelius

	21
	(3/27)
	Michel de Montaigne, Essays: Selections

	22
	(4/1)
	Michel de Montaigne, Essays: Selections 

	23
	(4/3)
	Michel de Montaigne, Essays: Selections 

	24
	(4/8)
	Camus, Myth of Sisyphus (PDF)

	25
	(4/10)
	Camus, Myth of Sisyphus (PDF), Quiz

	26
	(4/15)
	Heidegger, Being and Time (PDF)

	27
	(4/17)
	Heidegger, Being and Time (PDF)

	28
	(4/22)
	*Catch up Day*

	29
	(4/24)
	*Catch up Day*

	30 
	(4/29)
	Test - Final


